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to substitute the agency of mind only in place of the
latter.

Nor is this scheme an attempt (as your Lordship
seems to suppose) to combine a mechanical cause with
an intelligent one. If the planetary motions had no
beginning, then the centripetal force is the only one
which ever existed. The centrifugal force is not to
be conceived as a separate force acting on the planet:
it is only the result of the tendency which the planet
has every instant to leave the curve, and move in the
tangent. On the other hand, if the planetary motions
did commence at any time, the governing Mind might
easily produce all these revolutions, by first giving the
planet a projectile impulse in a straight line, and ever
after urging it towards the sun. Your Lordship seems
to differ from me with respect to the mode in which
these governing Minds exert themselves. You observe
that "when a person walks round a circle, it is not
necessary for him to begin with moving in a straight
Line." But it is not fair in the present controversy to
appeal to the case of terrestrial motions; for in these
a variety of circumstances interfere to affect our con-
clusions, particularly the resistance of the air and the
gravitation of our bodies to the earth. It may be
observed, however, even with respect to animal motions
that when they become very rapid, they furnish an
illustration of the doctrine already delivered, for if a
person run very fast in a circular orbit, he will find it
necessary for him to incline his body inwards, in order
to counteract the centrifugal force arising from his
tendency to move forwards in a straight line.

In the letter which I formerly sent your Lordship,
I supposed the governing-mind of some planet to be
annihilated, or to suspend its operation; and I affirmed
that on this supposition the planet would immediately& 'perfectlye admire the brevity and per-t
